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PRESS RELEASE 
Nantes, February 4th, 2020 

In parallel with the opening of the Euromaritime Exhibition focused on the ecological transition of the maritime 
economy. 
 

A FIRST IN THE MARITIME WORLD: 
EDF and NEOLINE sign an agreement to value energy savings  
brought by the main wind propulsion of its sailing freighters. 

 
In December 2019, EDF and NEOLINE signed a specific 
agreement for the issue of Energy Saving Certificates (ESC) 
which confirms and enhances the high environmental 
performance of the young owner's future commercial sailing 
vessels. 
 
Based on the NEOLINER, a 136-meter long pilot vessel with 
4200 square meters of sail, EDF has conducted studies with 
its R&D to quantify the energy savings that can be achieved: 
the NEOLINE mainsail propulsion vessel model will save 
600,000 MWh cumac over 15 years, which is equivalent to the 
production of three 6 MW wind turbines for 10 years or the 
energy1 consumption of a city of 9,000 inhabitants for 10 years. 
 
By combining a regulated speed and optimised management of the energy mix with the main wind propulsion 
system, NEOLINE's solution will reduce energy consumption by up to 90%, and therefore the associated 
pollutant emissions, compared with those of a traditional cargo ship on the same route.  
 
Jean ZANUTTINI, Managing Director of NEOLINE declares:  
"We are very pleased to have been able to confirm the exceptional energy performance of our future vessels, in 
close collaboration with EDF teams, and to see our business model strengthened by this agreement. We 
welcome EDF's investment in the energy transition of maritime transport. I would also like to thank Armateurs 
de France, which was at the origin of our contact with EDF. » 
 
The ship combines in an innovative way technologies from maritime transport, but also from sport sailing, in 
order to allow an efficient transport in terms of logistics, economy and environment. With a reasoned 
commercial speed of 11 knots, advanced meteorological routing systems and trained and involved crews, it is 
also able to test a set of complementary technologies to move towards Zero Emission in the medium term, 
thus meeting regulatory and societal requirements to accelerate the energy transition in the maritime shipping.  
 

With the support of leading players such as 
Renault Group, Manitou Group and Groupe 
Beneteau, who have demonstrated the logistical 
and economic relevance of the new service for 
the region's industrials, NEOLINE plans to place 
an order for the construction of the first vessel 

with SAS NEOPOLIA MOBILITY in the near future, with a view to commissioning the pilot line between St-
Nazaire, St-Pierre & Miquelon, Baltimore and Halifax in 2022. 
 
Michel MAGNAN, EDF Pays de la Loire Regional Delegate, explains:  
"Applied to the field of maritime transport, the use of wind energy is an innovative solution to contribute to the 
energy transition. EDF is proud to support NEOLINE in the development of a promising solution to improve the 
energy performance of its vessels. »  
 
This operation is very innovative and is part of the French Energy Saving Certificates scheme, which is based 
on an energy saving obligation imposed by public authorities on energy suppliers. It is specific between EDF 
and NEOLINE and applies for the first time in the maritime transport sector. 
 
 

 
1 Source: http://www.cgedd.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/150506_-_Parc_eolien_offshore_de_Saint-Nazaire_44_-_delibere_cle75acf9.pdf 

http://www.cgedd.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/150506_-_Parc_eolien_offshore_de_Saint-Nazaire_44_-_delibere_cle75acf9.pdf
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About NEOLINE  
NEOLINE's vocation, with its partners, is to constitute an innovative French response to a universal environmental 
challenge while remaining within an industrial and competitive framework.  
NEOLINE was founded in 2015 by a group of maritime professionals convinced of the necessary evolution of shipping 
towards a more responsible maritime transport. NEOLINE's vocation is to become the first shipowner oriented towards 
energy sobriety, relying on a main propulsion under sail. It is supported by the Pays de la Loire Region and BPI France. The 
project is labelled by the Pôle Mer Bretagne Atlantique and the Pôle EMC² and followed by Atlanpole.  
More info on www.neoline.eu    
 
 
About EDF Group 
As a major player in the energy transition, the EDF Group is an integrated energy company active in all businesses: 
generation, transmission, distribution, energy trading, energy sales and energy services. As the world leader in low-carbon 
energies, the Group has developed a diversified production mix based on nuclear power, hydropower, new renewable 
energies and thermal power. The Group is involved in supplying energy and services to approximately 39.8 million 
customers (1), including 29.7 million in France. In 2018, it had consolidated sales of 69 billion euros. EDF is a company 
listed on the Paris Stock Exchange.  
(1) Customers are counted at the end of 2018 by delivery site; a customer may have two delivery points: one for electricity 
and one for gas.  
More info on www.edf.fr  
 
 

Press Contact NEOLINE :  
Bénédicte ENAUX  
+33 6 08 51 02 43  
b.enaux@neoline.eu  

Press Contact EDF : 

Marie-Hélène Maisonneuve 

+33 6 23 20 70 13 

marie-helene.maisonneuve@edf.fr 

 

 

Media kit 

Meet us at Euromaritime Marseille :  
press briefing on February 5th at 10 am  
on the NEOPOLIA stand 05. 
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