PRESS RELEASE

Paris, March 26, 2019
Celebrating the 2019 Transport and Logistics Innovation Week (SITL) and one day
before the Maritime Day, Groupe Beneteau has confirmed its interest in the
NEOLINE project for the transatlantic transportation of its boats.
•

Groupe Beneteau, the boating industry’s global market leader, has found a solution
with the service offered by NEOLINE to facilitate its exports, while significantly
reducing its environmental impact.

•

NEOLINE is developing a highly energy-efficient transatlantic transport line with
innovative cargo sailing ships specialized in rolling and oversized freight.
Scheduled to start up in 2021, this route will link Saint-Nazaire in France to
America’s East Coast and Saint-Pierre & Miquelon.

Magdeleine Allaume, Groupe Beneteau Procurement and Supply Chain Director, explains:
“Groupe Beneteau exports nearly 80% of the boats built in Europe. The United States is the main
destination for these exports and the North American market represents almost 30% of our
revenues. The exceptional dimensions of our boats and the need to safeguard their quality at
every stage during their transportation makes this flow a real logistics challenge. NEOLINE offers
a bespoke solution that is ecologically and economically relevant for our transatlantic flows, with
loading also located very close to our yards. As the world’s leading builder of recreational sailing
yachts, the use of sails for maritime transportation, effectively put in place with the NEOLINE
project, was a natural choice for us”.

Michel Péry, NEOLINE’s Chairman:
“The Beneteau Group is one of the strategic shipper clients for our dedicated transatlantic line for
rolling and oversized freight. We have worked together to define some of the ships’ features,
including their exceptional door height of 9.8m, for the complete transportation of the largest boats
produced by Groupe Beneteau. The 12.6m ramp width also offers the capacity for loading large
catamarans. The Beneteau Group’s support represents an important step forward as we move
towards commissioning our ships, which will truly be ambassadors for the excellence of the French
boat and naval industry”.

To meet the environmental challenges involved with maritime transportation, NEOLINE is
developing an industrial-scale freight transportation solution that is powered primarily by a
sailing propulsion system, that is clean, bespoke and competitive, and that is designed to meet
shippers’ logistics needs.
By combining cost-cutting speed and an optimized energy mix with wind propulsion, the
Neoliner, a 136-meter long roll-on, roll-off (ro-ro) ship with 4,200 square meters of sails
developed by NEOLINE, makes it possible to reduce CO2 emissions by up to 90% compared with
a traditional cargo ship on an equivalent route. To achieve this, it features an innovative blend of
technical solutions borrowed from the maritime transport industry, as well as from the world of
competitive sailing, in order to make transport more logistically and economically proficient, while
also setting the bar for energy efficiency.
The NEOLINE project plans to build its first two ships based on this model and commission them
by 2021 on a pilot route connecting Saint-Nazaire in France to America’s East Coast and SaintPierre & Miquelon.

***

About Groupe Beneteau:
As the boating industry’s global market leader, Groupe Beneteau, through its Boat division’s 12 brands, offers
over 200 recreational boat models serving its customers’ diverse navigational needs and uses, from sailing to
motorboating, monohulls and catamarans.
Leading the European leisure homes market, the three brands from the Group’s Housing division offer a
comprehensive range of leisure homes, lodges and pods that combine eco-design with high standards of
quality, comfort and practicality.
With its international industrial capabilities and global sales network, the Group employs nearly 7,400 people,
primarily in France, the US, Poland, Italy and China.
Learn more at www.beneteau-group.com

About NEOLINE
NEOLINE aims to build an innovative French solution to address a global environmental challenge while
remaining within an industrial and competitive framework, with support from its partners.
The company was founded in 2015 by a team of maritime professionals committed to transform the shipping
industry into a more responsible maritime transport business. NEOLINE’s objective is to become the first
shipowner to fully embrace energy efficiency by harnessing wind power as its primary energy source. It is
supported by the Pays de la Loire Region and BPI France. The project carries labels from the Atlantic Brittany
Maritime Cluster and the EMC² Cluster.
Learn more at www.neoline.eu
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